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Growing Roses in Washington State: A Seasonal Calendar

Introduction

Growing roses in Washington State gardens is easy, but
regular care and maintenance is needed to keep them healthy
and attractive. This calendar is a quick guide to the year-round
tasks required to grow beautiful roses. The calendar is
organized by season rather than month because the timing of
these tasks varies from region to region.

Spring

Plant bare-root roses as soon as they are available and before
new growth begins. Potted roses may also be planted at this
time.

Perform a soil test and if the results indicate any nutrient
deficiencies, fertilize your rose bushes before new growth
begins. Apply fertilizers containing only the deficient nutrients
asindicated by soil test results. Take particular care with
fertilizers containing phosphorus (phosphate) including bone
meal because phosphorous runoff is a problem in Washington
State. Do not use these fertilizers unless test results indicate a
need. (Refer to the WSU publication, A Home Gardener’s
Guide to Soils and Fertilizers for more information.)

Pruning roses in the spring is part of the regular maintenance
needed to keep roses healthy and attractive (Figure 1). Prune
your roses around the time forsythia (bright yellow flowered
shrub) blooms (Figure 2). Forsythia bloom times vary across
the state, depending on climate and temperature, but they are
better indicators of pruning time than using a calendar date.

When new growth begins, apply recommended fungicides for
preventative control of powdery mildew (Figure 3) or black
spot (Figure 4), especialy if these fungi have affected the plant
in past seasons. See the WSU publication, Hortsense for
information on controlling these diseases on roses.
Recommended systemic fungicides provide a proactive
approach to disease control and should be considered in
regions where fungal diseases are troublesome.

Thisis often on the western side of the state, where thereisa
higher annual rainfall. Instructions on the product 1abel for the
safe use of any pesticide should be read carefully and followed
closely. (For more information on pesticide precautions, refer
to the WSU publications, Safe Handling of Pesticides and
Learning about Labels.)
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Figure 1. Pruning roses in the spring is part of the regular maintenance

needed to keep roses healthy and attractive. (Photo by Beverly Eades, WSU

Master Gardener.)

Figure 2. Prune roses in spring about the time forsythia is in bloom. (Photo
by Denise Ellsworth, Ohio State University, Bugwood.org.)
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