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Growing Roses in Washington State: Planting Roses

Roses are arguably the most attractive and favorite flowering
shrub of Washington State home gardeners. Roses can be
grown successfully in most regions of the state, but proper site
selection, soil preparation, plant choice, and planting are
important parts of that success.

Site Selection

Generally, roses grow and bloom best when provided with full
sun, athough they will still perform satisfactorily when
provided with aminimum of 6 hours of direct sunlight a day.
When full sunlight is not available, morning sun is preferable
to afternoon sun. Thisis so leaves that are wet from the
morning dew will dry off quickly, decreasing the chance of
fungal disease infection.

Poor air circulation can contribute to problems with powdery
mildew and other troublesome fungal diseases. Thusitis
important to select a planting site with good air circulation,
such as a spot that is not surrounded by buildings or plants or
below the canopy of trees, the exception to this would be when
strong winds could damage the rose canes or leaves. This may
mean providing shrubs with some type of protection from the
wind, such as afence, building wall, or hedge.

Roses do not do well with “wet feet” or having their rootsin
standing water, especially during the winter. It is crucia to
find a site that has good drainage. If the soil is very slow to
drain, consider planting the rosesin raised beds. Another factor
to consider when selecting a site for planting rosesis
competition. Do not plant roses where they will have to
compete with other trees and shrubs for space, light, water, or
nutrients.

Finally, give your roses adequate space to grow. Planting roses
too closely together reduces air circulation and exposure to
sunlight, plus makes them more difficult to maintain.

What are Species, Modern, and Old
Roses?

Roses are flowering, woody perennial shrubs.
Botanically, roses are members of the genus Rosa, which
isin the Rose family (Rosaceae). Speciesroses are
naturally occurring species that have developed in nature
in the Northern Hemisphere. Roses have been cultivated
by man for thousands of years. Over time, many different
hybrids and cultivars (cultivated varieties) have been
developed.

Modern roses are considered to be roses bred and
cultivated after 1867, the year when the first Hybrid Tea
rose was developed. Groups of roses classified as modern
roses are Hybrid Tea, Grandiflora, Miniature, Polyantha,
Mini-flora, Floribunda, Low-growing Landscape, Shrub,
Canadian Explorer, Parkland, Climber, and Rambler
Roses. Many of these groups are repeat or continuous
bloomers.

Hybrids and cultivars developed prior to 1867 are
referred to as heritage, heirloom, or old garden roses.
Heritage roses are broken into different groups for
classification. Groups include Gallica, Damask,
Centifolia, Alba, Moss, China, Tea, Noisette, Portland,
Bourbon, and Hybrid Perpetual Roses.



