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Growing Roses in Washington State: Common Disease

and Insect Problems

The antique Moss Rose, a variation of Rosa centifolia, has naturally
occurring mossy raiment sometimes mistaken for a rose problem. Photo
source: S. Gray.

Roses are easy to grow in Washington State gardens, but they
can be impaired by numerous disease and insect problems.
These pests may require some management to keep the shrubs
in good health and looking attractive. Some of the problems
can be avoided with sound rose care. Plant shrubs so they are
spaced well enough apart to avoid crowding and allow for
good air circulation. Avoid excessive nitrogen fertilization
which promotes succulent growth that is more susceptible to
attack by some diseases and insects.

When possible, plant rose cultivars resistant to the diseases
common in your area. To determine a cultivar’ s resistance,

check the plant tag or the catalog from which you are ordering.

In many areas there are local rose societies that have members
with experience growing roses locally that are willing to
provide you with information on cultivars that perform well
locally.

Inspect your roses frequently to watch for signs of disease or
insect problems. Many problems are easier to management, if
you catch them early.

In addition to this publication, you may want to also consult
two companion WSU Extension publications, FS166E
Growing Roses in Washington State: Planting Roses and
FS164E Growing Roses in Washington State: A Seasonal
Calendar.

The most common disease and insect problems that occur on
roses in Washington are listed below. Rose disease and pest
management is best accomplished by prevention. For current
chemical management of these insects and diseases refer to the
WSU Hortsense website.

Black Spot

Symptoms

Thisfungal disease shows up as round black spots on the
leaves with or without accompanying leaf yellowing (Figure 1)
and often followed by leaf drop. On stems or canes, the disease
will appear as small purple to black spots. Black spot is very
common in regions of the state with high amounts of rainfall
and humidity. While in the drier areas black spot isless
frequent, it can be a problem if the shrubs receive overhead
irrigation.

Figure 1. Black spot on rose foliage. Source: S. Gray.

Corrective Action

As with powdery mildew, prune adequately in early spring to
allow for good air circulation, remove and discard diseased
leaves when they first appear, rake and discard fallen leaves
from infected plants, and plant black spot-resistant cultivars.
This helps limit the spread of the disease. Do not compost the
leaves from infected plants. When practical, manage
supplemental irrigation to reduce the length of time plant
surfaces remain wet.



