
The fall webworm, Hyphantria cunea, is a widespread
pest of many types of shade and forest trees. Black
walnut, willow, and cottonwood are the tree species
most often seriously infested. Orchard tree species
are also commonly attacked. At least 85 species of
trees in this country are fed upon. The fall webworm
does not feed on conifers.

Fall webworms spin webs frequently mistaken for
those of tent caterpillars. However, appearance and
habits of the two species are quite different. (See
EB1106 for information on and description of tent
caterpillars.)

Biology and Description

The adult fall webworm is a rather attractive moth. It
is white and may have a few black, irregular mark-
ings on the wings. The rear portion (abdomen) is yel-
low or orange with black spots along the sides and
top. The upper portions of the legs or femora are
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orange or bright red. Adult females lay round, yel-
low eggs in masses on the undersides of leaves dur-
ing June or July. The eggs hatch in about one week.
A fully developed fall webworm caterpillar is about
37–50 mm (11/2 inches) in length. Caterpillars are
yellowish brown with black and orange bumps with
long tufts of whitish hairs. The caterpillars (web-
worms) complete their development by fall. The
webworm overwinters as a pupa in a dark brown co-
coon in protected places, such as in bark crevices or
on the ground in the litter and duff.

Damage

Fall webworm caterpillars are found in groups and
feed together on the foliage of their host trees. They
skeletonize and consume the leaves under the pro-
tection of a tentlike web which they enlarge from
time to time as they develop and as more food is
needed. Large portions of a tree may be covered by
these webs.



Control

The caterpillars feed entirely within the tent, which protects them
from predators and parasites. However, it also helps mechanical
control. When the “tented” branches are within reach, they can
often simply be snipped off and destroyed. This is a helpful prac-
tice if the tents have not become too large and the tree’s shape is
not threatened by this method.

Chemical control should be used if the infestation is heavy or if
tents are high in the trees and difficult to reach. Bacterial insecti-
cides containing Bacillus thuringiensis are formulated specifically
to kill feeding caterpillars without harming other insects. For
information on other insecticides that will help you manage these
pests, please check with your county extension agent, who has
access to the latest product listings in the PNW Insect Manage-
ment Handbook. Products are not listed here due to continuing
changes in marketed pesticides.

Remarks

Apply pesticide as soon as webs appear. Repeat applications may
be necessary.

By Arthur L. Antonelli, Ph.D., Washington State University Cooperative Extension entomologist, WSU Puyallup Re-
search and Extension Center.

Use pesticides with care. Apply them only to plants, animals, or sites listed on the label. When mixing and applying
pesticides, follow all label precautions to protect yourself and others around you. It is a violation of the law to disregard
label directions. If pesticides are spilled on skin or clothing, remove clothing and wash skin thoroughly. Store pesticides in
their original containers and keep them out of the reach of children, pets, and livestock.
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